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oO W little anſwerable to the 
I beate Pech is the Eud of 
ſome People! — And how 
2 vainly do we build our Hopes 
of a future Happineſs on the 
RSA cnjoy ment of a preſent one! 

- He that 7o-day ſeems bleſt beyond 

the reach of Envy, will, perhaps, 70-mzor- 

row be wretched, paſt the relief of Pity. 

—— The dark Decrees of Fate are only 

in the Execution to be reveal'd. There 

are Events which cannot be foreſeen by 

Human Penetration. Miſdom but vain- 

ly aims to find a Clue, and J Hou] t is loſt 

in the myſterious Maze. Bellcour and 

Alathia ſet out with ſo fair a proſpect 

of Proſperity in Lite's uncertain * 

that 
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that few there were who for every thing 
cou'd boaſt the like Advantage : The one 
was the elder Son of a Gentleman; no leſs 
eminent for his great Poſſeſſions than for 
the antient and worthy Family from 
which he was deſcended. The other was 
the only Daughter of a Perſon, who for 
Services he had made acceptable to his 
Country, had been rais'd above the Gen- 
try, and had ſomething the advantage of 
the Father of Bellcour in Grandeur, as he 
had the contrary in point of Health. Ne- 
ver were two young Perſons more perfect 
in all the Accompliſhments peculiar to the 
different Sexes they were of. Bellcour 
had as much Learning as was neceſlary to 
a Gentleman who depended not on that 
alone to raiſe his Fortune: He had alſo 
admirable Skill in Fencing, and became a 
Horſe as well as any Man in the World. 
Muſick was a Science in which he took 
great delight, and was ſo great a Maſter 
of it, that he compos'd many excellent 
Tunes, which were juſtly admir'd by the 
beſt Proficients in the Art: Nor was he 
inferior in Dancing to any Noblemaa at 
Court. To all this, he had an Air and 
Mien which gave irreſiſtible Graces to eve- 
ry Thing he ſaid and did: In fine, 'tis im- 
poſſible to deſcribe him ſuch as he really 
was; never was Man more for m'd to 
charm.-— Alathia, on the other hand, had 

Beauty, 


SE 
Beauty, ſuch as, in Idea, enliven'd the Fan- 
cies of the celebrated Titiau and Raphael, 
famous for their Repreſentarions of the 
Queen of Love; a Wit no lefs ſparkling 
than her Eyes, and a Humour the molt 

ay and entertaining that cou'd be, mix'd 
with a Softneſs all-inchanting : ſo engaging 
was her whole Behaviour, that ſhe ſeem'd 
ordain'd only to give Delight, and where- 
ever ſhe came, inſpire an Univerſal Chear- 
fulneſs. 

Theſe two accompliſh'd and lovely Per- 
ſons from even their very Childhood had 
been Lovers, and the Intimacy which had 
ever been berween their Families, made the 
Parents of both obſerve this growing Paſ- 
ſion with pleaſure; neither of chem having 
any Reaſons, at that time, but to be ſatis- 
fy'd that ſuch a Tenderneſs might hereafter 
be compleated in Marriage. As their 
Years encreaſed, ſo did their mutual Ar— 
dors alſo; and Nature ſoon informing them 
what 'twas they long'd for, Bellcour, as 
it was the Buſineſs of his Sex, firſt declar'd 
the paſſionate Wiſhes of his enamour'd 
Soul, which A/arhia receiv'd with a mo- 
deſt Contentment in her Eyes; and the 
pleaſing Perturbation of her Thoughts at 
entering into this new Manner of Con- 
verſation, ſpread a ſweet Diſorder thro" 
all her Air and Features, which added freſh 
Charms to thoſe which had already cap- 
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tivated her tranſporred Adorer. Ah how 
delightful are the firſt Emotions of Deſire ! 
What gay Ideas does Infant Paſſion re- 
preſent ! How perfectly happy were now 
the enamour'd Youth, and melting Maid; 
but ſoon, alas! the bliſsful Dawn was 
overſpread with Clouds of Care, and threat- 
ning Storms of Woe, Love had fo far 
overcome the Baſhfulneſs of the fair Aa- 
thia's Nature, that ſhe permitted him to 
ask the Conſent of both their Parents for 
the Conſummation of their mutual Wiſhes: 
nor had he any cauſe to fear a repulſe 
from either, eſpecially from Maraphill, 
ſo was his Father calld ; having often 
heard him ſpeak of 4/athia as of a Perſon 
whom he infinitely approv'd of. 

Being told he was alone in his Cloſet, 
he choſe that Opportunity to acquaint him 
with his Inclinations. He found him bu- 
ſily employed in reading a Letter, the 
Contents of which ſeem'd very much to 
have pleas'd him; and as ſoon as he per- 
ceiv'd his Son Bellcour, ſaid he to him 
with a more than ordinary Chearfulneſs 
in his Voice and Eyes: You are come ve- 
ry opportunely, I was about to ſend for 
you. Vou have often heard me ſpeak of 
a good old Friend, call'd Boanarus; I 
thought him long ſince dead, he having 
left his Country in diſcontent ſome Years 
ago, and taken up his Habitation in Ja- 


maica ; 
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maica; but, contrary to my hopes or ex- 
pectations, he is ſtill living, and now on 
his Voyage home, bringing with him im- 
menſe Riches, and a Daughter who is his 
only Child, and they ſay, the Paragon of 
her Sex for Beauty and all uſeful Accom- 
pliſhments. But you ſhall ſee, conti- 
nucd he, what he writes. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he gave him the Letter; 
which he no ſooner took in his Hands, 
than he began to tremble, imagining from 
the firſt mention of the Daughter of Bog. 
narus, What it was that had inſpir'd ſo 
unuſual a Satisfaction in his Father: which 
Conjecture he was preſently confirm'd in, 
when he read theſe Lines. 


To my very good Friend, the Worthy 
ARAPHEE L, 


cc 
cc 


HAT I writ not to you before, 
| was neither owing to my want 
„ok Love, nor a miſtruſt of yours; but 
“4 having nothing to acquaint you with 
« for a long time, but a continued Series 
« of Misfortunes, I thought it wou'd de- 
* note but little Friendſhip in me, to put 1 
„ yours to the pain of compaſſionating | 

„ thoſe IIls which were no way in your | 

„power to eaſe. But ſince Fortune 
“e has, at laſt, bleſt me with her Smiles, | 
I gladly communicate to you my Af- 
« fairs. 
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fairs —By ſome Services I was fo hap- 
py to do a grateful Indian, I became 
ſo dear to his Eſteem, that dying a few 
Weeks ago, he made me the Heir of 
all his Wealth, which, in Money and 
Goods, amounts to no leſs than 400000 
Crowns. — Now, my dear Maraphill, 
I return with pleaſure to my native 
Country, and your more valuable Socte- 
ty; which, without flatrery, I aſſure you, 
has been the chicf Loſs I have regret- 
ted. My Girl Mirtamene, who you 
knew a little one, is grown a Woman, 
and all I have now living of my once 
numerous Family. — If your Son Bell. 
cor has yet eſcap'd the Snares of Cu- 


pid, I ſhould rejoice to find him capable 


of that Paſſion in her favour; and as 
what I have, 1s to deſcend to her, I 
ſhould die bleſt to know the Son of him 
1 molt eſteem on Earth, the Poſſeſſor 
of it, I aſſure you ſhe is ſuch as, 
without a Parent's Vanity, mult be al- 
lowed to have as conliderable a Share 
of Beauty as molt of her Sex; then for 
her Education, when in the Wort of 
Circumſtances, I took care it ſhould be 
in a manner as might not ſhame the 
beſt. But the Merchant from 
whoſe hands you receive this, can give 
you an exact Account of what ſhe is, 
and has too great a love for Truth, to 

CT « flatter 
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« flatter her in the Deſcription he ſhall 
&« give you of her. I wou'd have ſent 
« her Picture, but in this Country there 
« are but few Artiſts. Beſides, you will 
« in a few Months, it the Winds continue 
« favourable, ſee the Original, — I de- 
« ſign to ſet ſail from this Place in a ſhort 
« time; but having this Opportunity, 
« wou'd not omit this brief Recital of 
hat has befallen me: rhe reſt, when 
« we meet, you ſhall more fully be in- 
« formed of, by | 


La) 


RY 


Tour ever faithfully 
Apeftionate Friend, 
and Humble Servant, 


BoANARUS. 


What was now the Emotions which 
fill'd the Soul of this enamour'd Youth, 
at News which he foreſaw wou'd be fo 
killing to his Deſires, and the unchange- 
able Affection he had vow'd Alathia ! 
His inward Confuſion burſt out in ſuch 
viſible Tokens, that Maraphill cou'd not 
bur take notice of it; and changing on a 
ſudden that Countenance of Serenity which 
he had worn a moment before, into one 
wholly the reverſe: What, Son, demanded 


He, 


A 
8 — , . 7 RP,” S- BY a 6 1 


— 2 * FE S —_—_ — 2 
ju 2, _ = * - . * * — 4 * 8 2 . 


8 


. _ * X >. 2 one 
8 * — * © a, 2 a By 
- — 
— * * — 


—&— bo” » 2 es «+ . a * 


(8) 

he, in an angry Accent, are you diſturb'd 
at that which rather ſhou'd give you the 
moſt exquiſite Satisfaction? —— Do you 
not look on this Offer as a Bleſſing ſent 
from Heaven? A Lady of ſuch Beau- 
ty, Wit, and Wealth thrown by Provi- 
dence into your Arms. —*Sbud ! were 1 
a young Fellow, I ſhou'd be tranſported 
at the Thoughts. — I have ſpoke to the 
Merchant mention'd in the Letter, and he 
tells me that Mirtamene is the Wonder of 
the World. She may be ſo, Sir! humbly 
replyd Bellcour; but you know that 
where the Heart is already taken up, all 
other Charms are ineffectual : The 
Beauties of Alathia have done the Work 
of all her Sex, nor is it in the power of 
any other Woman to eraſe the Impreſſion 
ſhe has made. Very well, interrupted 
the old Gentleman, extremely incensd ; 
but do you not remember that your Heart 
ought to have been at my diſpoſal ? 

How dare you then to make a Preſent 
of it without having firſt conſulted me? 
Love is an involuntary and reſiſtleſs Paſ- 
ſion, ſaid the troubled Son, and were the 


Object of it in every thing my Inferior, 


I know not if all the Precepts of Duty, or 
of Intereſt, wou'd have been ſufficient to 
have reſtrain'd the growing Flame ; but 
ſuch as Alathia is, ſo worthy of Adorati- 
on, ſo much beyond what any Man can 

merit, 
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9 
merit, I had not the leaſt Cauſe to doubt 


your Approbation of my Choice, and with- 
out making even the leaſt Effort to repel 
the ſweet Invaſion, ſuffer'd her Charms to 
take poſſeſſion of my Soul; and it is now 
ſo wholly hers, ſo truly devoted to her, 
that Heaven itſelf wants Power to work a 
Change. How vain wou'd be all Endea- 
vours to repreſent that Rage which at 
the boldneſs of this Declaration ſwell'd the 
Breaſt of Maraphill! He upbraided the 
Ingratitude and impudent Preſumption, 
as he call'd it, of his Son, in Terms the 
moſt ſevere that Tongue cou'd utter, and 
finding that all he ſaid ſerv'd rather to 
ſtrengthen than any way abate the Reſo- 
lution he had taken, of continuing firm to 
the Vows he had made Alathia, he bid 
him quit his Preſence, and ſee him no 
more till he had better learned his Duty: 
on which, Bellcour, making a low Bow, 
obey'd, ſaying only as he left the Room, 
that he might break, by his unkindneſs, 
the Strings which held his Heart, but ne- 
ver make it falſe to his for-ever dear Ala- 
thia. Tis difficult to ſay whether the 
Facher or the Son thought themſelves moſt 
unhappy after this Converſation ; the one 
thought it a Hardſhip not to be ſuſtain'd 
with patience, that a Son of whoſe Edu- 
cation he had taken ſo much Care, and 
whom he had lov'd with a Tenderneſs 
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(10) 
infinitely ſuperior to what the greateſt 
part of Parents expreſs, ſhou'd not in all 
Things be conformable to his Will. The 
other look'd on it as the utmoſt Rigour 
of his Fate, that there was a Power on 
Earth capable of controuling him in De- 
fires which appear'd ſo reaſonable; and 
tho' he had ever been accuſtom'd to be- 
have with the utmoſt Duty, reſolved now 
to be diſobedient, and thought the breach 
of it a leſs Crime than Falſbood or Ingrati- 
tude to a Miſtreſs, to whom he ſo often had 
vow'd an everlaſting Faith, and by whom 
he knew himſelf to be moſt tenderly belov'd. 
The Caſe indeed on both ſides was hard, 
and ſcarce can one blame either the Re- 


ſentment of the Father, or the Reſolution 


of the $ozz, tho? both might have behav'd 
with greater Moderat ion; but Paſſion 
has ſmall regard to Reaſon, and the dif- 
ferent ones, with which theſe two were 
agitated, were at preſent too violent to 
leave room for Conſideration in the Breaſt 
of either. | 

Bellcour flew immediately to Aathia, 
and acquainted her with their Misfortune 
in Terms ſo moving and ſo tender, as left 
her no cauſe to ſuſpect either the Beauty 
of her Rival, or his Father's Power wou'd 
have any effect to make him ſwerve from 
that Affection he had ſworn to her: fore- 
ſeeing, however, the Difficulties _ 
| wou 
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wou'd attend their Love, and the almoſt 
impoſſibility there was that they ſhould 
ever be happy; ſhe endeavour'd to per- 
ſuade him to a Forgetfulneſs of her, and a 
Reſignation to his Father's Will : but, alas! 
all ſhe ſaid on this Head was utter'd with 
ſo faint an Accent, and with ſo little Spirit 
urg'd, that it was eaſy to be diſcover'd 
how vaſtly different from the Dictates of 
her Heart was the Language of her 
Tongue. Had Hellcour but ſeem'd to give 
into her Reaſons, or but liſten'd to them 
with any ſhow of Conſent, 't is probable 
the cruel Adherence had been fatal, with 
ſo unſpeakable a Paſſion did ſhe regard 
him: but there was no danger of her be- 
ing put to that Trial; the enflam'd Hell- 
cour could not ſupport this Diſcourſe, a 
hundred times he interrupted the few 
& ſhe alledg'd, call'd her Unkind 
and Cruel, and queſtion'd her Love in ſuch 
a manner, as wou'd have entirely remov'd 
all Suſpicion of his Truth, if ſhe had been 
capable to have entertain'd any. 
Ah, Alathia ! cryd he, can you pretend 
to love, yet wiſh the Object of your Affe- 
ctions for ever loſt! — Nay more, conti. 
nucd he, can you pretend even Friendſhip 
to the Man you wiſh a Villain! — Have 
I not ſworn, have I not vow'd a thou- 
ſand, thouſand times, I liv'd but for Ala- 
thia, and wou'd chuſe Death rather than 

C 2 Fal ſhood 
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Falſhood ! No, may juſt Heaven 
forſake me, load me with Curſes here, 
and at the Hour of my Death, when moſt 
I pray and cry for Mercy, may it be deaf, 
and not one Saint convey my penitential 
Sighs, but plunge me down in endleſs 
Woe and ever-during Hell, a Companion 
for Fiends, whenever I become like them, 
as I muſt do, to deviate even in Thought 
from thee; thou Soul of Sweetneſs, thou 
lovely Abſtract of all that's good in Wo- 
man | By theſe kind of Imprecati- 
ons did he put a ſtop to every thing ſhe 
was about to ſay, till ſhe was oblig'd to 
tell him, no Misfortune cou'd be ſo dread- 
ful to her as that of his being falſe. They 
then ſwore together an eternal Fidelity, 
each wiſhing the moſt unheard of Curſes 
on themſelves, if ever they were guilty 
of a breach of it. In this tender, but 
melancholy Converſation, they continu- 
ed for many Hours, not parting till it 
was very late at Night, and not then 
without an Aſſurance of meeting the next 
Day. 

But little did they think, that while 
by theſe mutual Promiſes to each other, 
they were endeavouring to combat with 
their ill Stars, and baffle the Decrees of 
Fate, what was in thoſe Moments acting 
againſt their Love. Maraphill, full of the 
Indignation which the Reply of 8 
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had inſpir'd him with, happen'd, by Ac- 
cident, to meet the Father of Alathia, 
whom accoſting with a Countenance very 
much the contrary of that he had been 
accuſtomed to put on to him; I am told, 
ſaid he to him, that there is a Love-affair 
carry'd on between your Daughter and 
my Son, I know not if you are privy to 
it; but can aſſure you, I was entirely ig- 
norant ſuch a thing was 1n agitation till 
this Day, elſe had before acquainted you 
that I have otherwiſe diſpos'd of Be/lconr, 
and ſhou'd he be refractory to the Choice 
I have made, ſhall wholly caſt him off. — 
It will be prudence in you, therefore, not 
to encourage his too frequent Viſits at 
your Houſe, which, as they are made with- 
out my Leave, can terminate in no other 
Conſequence than the diſhonour of your 
Daughter. Tis difficult to ſay whether 
Surprize or Diſdain was more predomi- 
nant in the Mind of him to whom theſe 
Words were addreſs'd; he knew the Paſ- 
ſion which Bellcour profeſs'd for his Daugh- 
ter, and was alſo ſenſible the other cou'd 
not have been a Stranger to it : the Equa- 
lity of their Fortunes and Parity of 
Humours, had made him think there 
wou'd be no Objections to the Marriage. 
Theſe Words, therefore, ſo unexpected, and 
abrupt, made him extremely wonder what 
had occaſion'd the ſudden Alteration : the 

; greatneſs 
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greatneſs of his Spirit wou'd not, however, 
ſuffer him to deſire an Explanation, and, 
by the Example of the other, throwing off 
all that Freedom with which they had 
been uſed to treat each other; if your 
Son be amorous of Alathia, reply'd he, 
there is nothing in it very ſurprizing, nor 
is it ſo, that if I have taken notice of it 
I ſhou'd not acquaint you, becauſe I 
doubted not but what he did was by your 
permiſſion : but whether it be ſo or 
not, I ſhall not fail ro oblige you in for- 
bidding my Daughter to receive his Viſits ; 
nor need I queſtion her Obedience in this 
point, while I am in a Condition, ſuch as 
will keep her above the Neceſſity of be- 
ing reduc'd to ſteal a Marriage, or to 
ask pardon of the Family into which ſhe 
weds, before ſhe can be receiv'd into it. 
He had no ſooner ſpoke this, than he 
flung from the Place, leaving Maraphill 
very well fatisfy*d at this breach of their 
former Friendſhip, and the aſſurance that 
his Pride wou'd certainly make him do 
as he had ſaid, tho? it were to the break- 
ing of his Daughter's Heart. Happening 
afterwards into other Company, he came 
not home till Bellcour was departed, and 
his Daughter gone to Bed ; but early in 
the Morning he ſeat for her into his Cham- 
ber, and charg'd her ſtrictly to ſee Be/l- 
cour no more; relating to her, at full, the 
Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe he had with his Father, and 
bidding her know herſelf better than to 
receive the Addreſſes of a Man, whoſe 
Family look'd on them as an Honour to 
her. The young Lady fainted away at 
this Injunction of her Father's, yet had 
nothing to offer in contradiction to it, 
only intreated the Liberty of telling Be//- 
cour himſelf the Occaſion of the Change 
ſhe muſt henceforward obſerve in her Be- 
haviour to him. It was with ſome diffi- 
culty that the old Gentleman granted this 
Requeſt ; but the trouble he was in to ſee 
her thus aMiQed, and the reſpe& he had 
for Bellcour, who he found had no ſhare 
in what his Father did, at laſt prevail'd 
upon him. 

What was now the Meeting of theſe 
unhappy Lovers! Alathia received the 
wondring Bellcour with ſtreaming Eyes, 
and ſuch a Storm of Sighs, as wou'd not, 
for ſome moments, allow her the liberty of 
Speech: Silent a-while both ſtood, he 
fear'd to ask what ſhe as yet had not 
the power of revealing ; ſtruggling, at laſt, 
tho? half ſuffocated with the riſing Grief, 
ſhe brought forth in ſtammering and ſcarce 
intelligible Accents, Oh, Bellcour ! Bell 
cour ! | mult ſee you no more.—— Take 
now your everlaſting Leave of loſt Ala- 
thia! —— She ſaid no more, the Efforts 
ſhe had made to utter this, exhauſted the 


ſma ll 


(16) 

ſmall Stock of Grief, the over-powring 
Paſſion had left her Miſtreſs of; and ſhe 
fell fainting in her Lover's Arms. To 
conceive what it was that Bellconr felt 
ar the hearing Words like theſe, and the 
Condition to which the ſpeaking of them 
had reduc'd the Perſon, who, at that time, 
was a thouſand times dearer ro him than 
his Life; one muſt be poſſeſs'd of all the 


various and perplexing Paſſions, which de- 


throne Reaſon, and torment Humaniry.— 
His leſs ſoft Nature refuſing him the 
eaſe of Tears, with wild Diſtraction his 
whirling Brain turn'd round. — His Bo- 


ſom ſwell'd almoſt to buriting ; his Heart 
Was torn with Anguiſh unutterable ! un- 
ſupportable! He rav'd, he tore his very 


Fleſh ; nay, even, roar'd out with the ex- 
tremity of Pain.——Tis certain, that at 
this cruel moment, Whips, Racks, or ſcald- 
ing Sulphur, were Tortures inferior to 
thoſe he ſuffer d. But Alathia recovering 
from her Swoon, and beholding him thus, 
a- while ſeem'd to forget her own Deſpair, 
to mitigate the Pangs of his. With Ex- 
preſſions compos'd of the moſt endearing 
Softneſs, did ſhe endeavour to recall his 


wandring Reaſon, and reſtore him to 


Tranquillity. Tis true, ſaid he, I 
am forbid by him whom yet I never diſo- 
bey'd, to hear your Vows, receive your 


Ardors, or even to ſee you more; but, oh 
my 
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my Bellconr ! Love is ſuperior to all the 
Precepts of Duty, and of Prudence, I 
cannot Jive in an eternal Abſence from 
you; nor can I die while I perceive my 
Life of ſo much moment to your Peace. — 
Yes, yes, in ſpite of all our cruel Fathers 
can do, we will not, muſt not be ſepara- 
ted, — Oh! therefore give not way ta 
this impatient Rage, but rather, while 
we have the bleſſed Opportunity, contrive 
ſome Way by which we may be juſt to 
the Oath we mutually have taken. Theſe 
laſt Words reſettled ſome part of that 
Compoſure in his Mind, which his late 
Diſorders ſeem'd entirely to have baniſh'd; 
and looking ſtedfaſtly on her, Divine Ala- 
thia, ſaid he, how unworthy is the Son of 
ſuch a mercenary Father, to receive this 
heavenly Goodneſs! Let us talk no 
more, interrupted ſhe, of either of our 
Fathers, but think what is beſt for us to 
do, to avert the Ruin they intend to bring 
upon our Love. What poſlibility is there, 
return'd he, but, by giving the Church's 
Sanction to the Marriage of our Hearts, 
put it paſt their power to divide us more ? 
But then a Father's Curſe, ſaid ſbe, 1 trem- 
ble when I think what Woes offended 
Heaven denounces againſt a Breach of 
Duty to thoſe to whom we owe our Be- 
ing; beſides, were there a Hope chat Sin 
could be abſolved, by what unhoped 
D, Means 
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Means cou'd we award the threatning 
Stings of Want! how ſhun the World's 
Derition, when Poverty with all her mean | 
0 Attendants firs at our unfrequented Doors, | 
I; and frights the wary Paſſenger from En- 5 
I; | trance! Should we not fit alone 
I; unaided, unfriended, expos'd to Shame, to - 
| Cenſure? and who can tell but when thus 
Deſolate, thus toriaken of all, but even 0 
v 
h 
t 


we ourſelves may join with Fortune, and 
add to our ownMiſery by a too late Repen- 
tance; and regretting the fond Folly which 
brought us to this Wretchedneſs, upbraid h 
by turns each other? Oh never! never! | 
cry'd Bellcour, cou'd I be guilty of ſuch - 
Ba ſeneſs, much leſs cou'd thy angelick L 
Nature deſcend to mean Reproach, or hy 
poor Reviling : But tho? I could be con- o 
tent, for thee, to ſuffer all che Woes which * 
formful Fancy can invent, yet cou'd I ” 
not ſupport the Thought of any Ill be- bh 
The Secret of our Mar- — 


falling thee. 


riage muſt, therefore, be with Care con. 110 

ceal'd; nor think that when a Husband's * 
8 Name ſhall give me power over thy Beau- by. 
= ties, I will require the Poſſeſſion of them, be 
„ but at ſuch times as when A gus-Ey'd Suſ- + 
picion ſhall be lull'd aſleep, and 1 unſeen, dh 
unthought of, may ſecurely ſtca] to thy - 


dear Arms. Thus for a while we may 
. delude the buſy Care of our too cruel . 
1 Parents; and while they think us moſt 
þ a at 
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at diſtance, be as near as Hope can 
ask, Who knows what Revolutions 
may hereafter happen in our Affairs? — 
A fad one lately has arriv'd, another may 
enſue ro make us yet more b/e/f, than 
this has made us wretched. To theſe he 
added many other Argumeats to perſuade 
her to yield to his Defires ; and as every 
thing he ſaid ſeem'd dictated by the fon- 
deſt Pa ſſion, and the ſtricteſt Honour ; too 
well ſhe lord, to be capable of refuſing 
him, and it was agreed between them, 
that ſhe ſhould pretend ro her Father to 


have done as he commanded her; and chat 


the very next Morning after the enſuing 
Day, ſhe ſhould meet him at a Shop 
where ſhe uſed ſometimes to buy Things, 
and ro which if the ſhould happen to be 
watched, there wou'd be no Suſpicion of 
the intent for which ſhe came, aud that 
from thence they ſhou'd take Coach and 
go to the Houſe of a Divine, who on the 
account of ſome Affairs relating to the Pub- 
lick had been ſuſpended, and who was 
well known to Belkour; and after he 
had join'd their Hands, each to return to 
their reſpective Habitations, to the end 
that no Miſtruſt might ariſe of their ha- 
ving been together, in either of their Fa- 


milies. 


Alathia play'd her Part fo well, tho? 
it was her firſt Task of Hypocriſy, that 
D 2 her 
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her Father was entirely deceiv'd by it; 
and having ever found her moſt obedient 
to his Will in all things, did not doubr 
but ſhe would continue ſo in this, tho? he 
believ'd ſhe cou'd not be ſo without re- 
luctance, and which indeed ſhe feign'd, 
the better to delude him, and prevent 
him from having too obſerving an Eye 
over her Actions for the future. Bellcour, 
altho* a Man ( ſtrange Paradox!) was leſs 
ſucceſsful in Diſſimulation; but he had 
not yet learn'd the Practices of his be- 
tray ing Sex, and was not half perfect in 
the undoing Art: he had never made pro- 
feſſions of Love to any but Alathia, and 
as they were ſincere, and tended only to 

the attainment of his Wiſhes on honoura- 
ble Terms ; he ſtood not in need of try- 
ing his Skill that way: the Pleaſure he 
conceived at diſappointing all the Mea- 
ſures which cou'd be taken to deprive him 
of his adorable Miſtreſs, was too great to 
be conceal'd, in ſpite of his Efforts to the 
contrary ; the ſecret Satisfaction ſmil'd in 
his Eyes, and fat triumphant on each Fea- 
ture of his Face. Maraphill who by his 
Behaviour to him in the Cloſet, and what 
he had learn'd by his Deportment ſince by 
the Servants, expected to have ſeen in 
him the moſt evident Tokens of Deſpair ; 
was ſo much ſurpriz'd when he perceiv'd 
him the contrary, that he cou'd not but 


imagine 
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imagine there was a Motive for it more 
than he knew, or ſhou'd be pleas'd with: 
He therefore order'd all his Actions ſhou'd 
be obſerv*d with the utmoſt diligence, and 
every Motion watch'd ; which being ac- 
cordingly done, he was ſeen to go into 
that Shop, and ſoon after take Coach with 
Alathia. This Account put him into the 
utmoſt perplexity, and he reſolv'd ſome 
way or other to diſappoint their future 
Meetings; but how, he cou'd not yet de- 
termine. Be/lcour in the mean time was 
in little leſs perplexity ; *tis true, he Was 
married to the Charmer of his Soul, but 
Conſummation had not paſt, that dear 
Reward of his long ſuffering Paſſion was 
yet to come, and his impatient Wiſhes 
tor that happy Moment, render'd him lit- 
tle leſs diſorder'd than the Emotions of 
his Deſpair had done. But Alathia, who 
on parting from him, had promis'd to con- 
trive ſome Means to fee him ſoon again, 
forgot not what ſhe had ſaid; and coun- 
terfeiting an exceſſive Melancholy, en- 
treated leave of her Father to retire in- 
to the Country. Change of Place, /he told 
him, affording variety of Objects, might 
obliterate the Memory of the old ones, 
and enable her in time to forget Bellcour, 
which it was impoſſible ſhe ſhou'd do 
while ſhe continued where every Thing 
ſhe ſaw wou'd ſerve but to remind her 


of 
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of him. This Requeſt appear'd too rea- 
ſonable to be retus'd, and every Thing 
was prepared with all convenient ſpeed 
for her removal. Pellcour, for whoſe 
ſake ſhe had contriv'd this Stratagem, 
was inform'd of it by a Letter ſhe found 
means of conveying to him; and alſo the 
Method ſhe wou'd have him take, to pre- 
vent any diſcovery of their Correſpon- 
dence, or the Viſits he ſhou'd make her 
in that Retirement to which ſhe was go- 
ing. She had formerly been at the Houſe 
of a Relation, which ſhe remembred ro 
have ſtood in a By-lane, a good diſtance 
from any other: the neareſt in the Neigh- 
bourhood was an Inn; this was the Place 
ſhe made choice of, becauſe the thought 
that Bellcour, as well as other Paſſengers, 
might ſometimes take up his Lodgings in 
that Inn, and they might have the Op- 
portunity of indulging their mutual Wiſh- 
es with each other's Society, as often as 
he could make a prerence to ſtay from 
home all Night, The Father of this 
tender Bride having little Suſpic.on of 
the Deceit ihe had put upon him, ſent 
her without any other Company than ſuch 
as ſhe ſhould find in the Stage. Coach, 
knowing there were Servants ſufficient to 
attend her where ſhe was going, and al- 
ſo becauſe ſhe ſcem'd not to be very well 
pleated with the Maid who ax preſent 


waited 
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waited on her; and told him ſhe would 
hire one to her own mind in the Coun- 
try, where there were many Farmers 
Daughters who wou'd be glad to ſerve 
her. Of this the joyful Bridegroom being 
appriz'd, met her at the Inn where ſhe 
was to lie; and receiving her with all the 
Tranſports of the molt unfeigned Affecti- 
on, ſecure and uninterrupted, took poſſeſ- 
ſion of his Right, and made Aatbhia now 
indeed a Wife. All Night they paſt in 
Joys which none but happy Lovers know ; 
but proportion'd to the Bliſs they had 
ſhar'd, was their mutual diſquiet, when 
the unwelcome Morn reminded them that 
they mult part. The Coach got ready 
very early, and the late tranſported Pair 
had their tender Adieus cut off by the 
rude Summons of the too haſty Driver. Ma- 
thia arriv'd in a few hours fafe at the 
Houle of her Couſin, where ſhe was wel- 
com'd with the utmoſt chearfulneſs, and 
Bellcour rid back to Town; far from ima- 
gining his Father knew he had been from 
home all Night, having charg'd all the 
Family not to let him into the Secret. 

But he had not been in the Houſe half 
an Hour before he found he had been 
deceiv*d in his Conjecture, With a Storm 
on his Brow did the angry Maraphill ac- 
colt him, told him he was perfectly well 
acquaiated with his Proceedings, and that 
he 


2-0 ( 24 ) 
he was truly inform'd; that in ſpite of his 
poſitive Commands to the contrary, he | 
had continued his former Pretenſions to 
Alathia. He utter'd theſe Accuſations 
with ſo aſſur'd anAir, that Bellcour doubted 
not but that every Thing he had done was 
known to him, and thinking all denials 
would be vain, imagia'd it would be bet- 
ter he ſhou'd believe he had been guilry 
of it, before than ſince the Knowledge of 
his averſion to it. How impoſhble was 
it for me, Sir, ſaid he, to foreſee your 
good Thoughts of Alathia ſhou'd fo ſud- 
denly alter and become the very Reverſe 
of what they had been! I hope you 
will not, therefore, think it a Crime too 
great to be forgiven, if preſuming on your 
Goodneſs, and confident of your Appro- 
bation, the violence of my Paſſion made 
thoſe Promiſes which I confeſs ſhou'd, in | 
the firſt place, have been authoriz'd by 
you. *Sdeath, what Promiſes! interrup- 
ted the old Man fiercely, you are not ſure 
contracted ? And then by his ſilence, 
gueſſing the worſt; Heavens! *tis not im- 

ſſible but that you may be married! 
ut if you have dar'd to treat me in this 
manner, by all that we adore above, or 
fear below, thou art an Alien to my Family 
and Name; never will I ſee thee, but 
with Horror, nor mention thee but with 
Curſes — Oh all ye Powers! tle 
0, 
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he, if Bellcour be the Husband of Ala- 
this, lat every kind of Miſchief fall up- 
on him, let Fovercy and Shame be the 
leaſt of Eviis that thaii atcend him; but 
Gui!r be added to his [retchednels, Fiends 
haunt his Steps, and ſudden Death overs 
take him, and plunge him deep in ever- 
during Hell. How terrible were Words 
like theſe, proceeding from a Father's 
Mouth! The Soul of Bellcour ſurunk back 
with Horror, and wild Confuſion fat on 
all his Form; the Diforders he perceiv'd 
in him, together with his Silence, made 
Maraphill believe what was indeed the 
Truth; and tranſported with the moſt 
vehement Indignation that ever enter'd 
the Heart of Man, he drew his Sword, 
and taking him by the Throat, utter'd 
unheard. of Imprecat ions on himſelf, if he 
did not, that moment, plunge it in his 
Breaſt, unleſs he ſpoke, and inform'd him 
of the depth of his Engagements with 
Alatbia; yet at the ſame time renewing 
his Curſes on him, if he had proceeded too 
far to be recall'd. It was not the Fear of 
Death, but the eternal Diſpleaſure of a 
Father to whom he had all the duteous 
Regard that Son cou'd pay, which ſo long 
depriv'd him of the power of Utterance, 
and made him now not dare avow the 
Truth. Throwing himſelf on his Knees, 
he entreated him to moderate his Rage, 
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( 26 

proteſting to him in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, chat nothing in the World cou'd be 
ſo dreadful to him as the thoughts of of- 
tending ſo good a Parent; but ſtill evading 
any direct Anſwer to the Queſtion pro- 
pos'd to him: which inſtead of abating, 
encreas'd both the Doubt and Vexation of 
Maraphill. - To the utmoſt pitch of Ex- 
travagance did the Tempeſt of his Paſſion 
hurry him, and again demanding of him 
if he were married or not, he repeated 
thoſe Curſes with redoubled Fury, which 
he had before pronounced if he were. I 
am not married, anſwered the trembling 
Bellcour, faintly, any otherwiſe than in 
the Wiſhes of my devoted Heart. Then 
I again receive thee to my Love, reſum'd 
bis Father, and will take care to put it out 
of even thy own power ever to forfeit 
it. You mult reſolve, continu'd he, 
going to the Door, and bringing in a Per- 
ſon whom till that moment Bellcour had 
never ſeen, to go with this Gentleman 
where he ſhall conduct you by my Or- 
ders. — He will find means of diverting 
the Folly of the preſent Paſſion of your 
Soul, and render it fit for that more no- 
ble one, the charming Mirtamene at her 
arrival cannot fail of inſpiring. What 
was now the Condition of this unhappy 
Lover, this diſtracted Husband ? From this 
Deſtiny there was no Reprieve. Maraphill 

continuing 
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continuing his Diſcourſe, told him he muſt 
be gone that very Hour, that unknown to 
him he had taken care to have his Clothes 
pack'd up, and provided Horſes, Servants, 
and all Conveniencies for him, and that he 
wou'd allow no longer time than wou'd 
ſuffice to ask his Bleſſing, till he began 
his Journey. 'Tis utterly impoſſible to 
deſcribe the preſent Conflict in the 
Thoughts of poor Bellcour, ſuch as it was 
in reality. More than once did he open 
his Mouth to reveal the whole Truth, and 
confeſs that he had deceived him; but the 
remembrance of his late Rage, and thoſe 
heart-rending Curſes he had laid upon him, 
deterr'd him from doing it. In the midſt 
of the moſt terrible Diſorders the Mind 
can know, ſometimes a ready Thought 
preſents itſelf; Bellcour had now one 
which flatter'd him with a View of Suc- 
ceſs, and made him imagine wou'd be an 
Expedient to deliver him from this Exi- 


gence. Having a little paus'd upon it, he 


entreated the favour of Maraphill to have 
his private Ear for ſomething he had to 
communicate of the greateſt Importance; 
to which he conſenting, deſir'd the Gen- 
tleman, who was to be the Guardian of 
his Son, to leave the Room. On which, 
Tho? the Ceremony of the Church, ſaid he, 
has not yet paſt between 4/athia and my- 
ſelf, yet ſince you are return'd to a Diſpo- 
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ſition, which encourages me to confeſs the 
Truth, I muſt inform you, Sir, that the 
moſt ſolemn Vows have paſt between us, 
and that not only my ownConſcience forbids 
me to be the Husband of another, but al- 
ſo that the Promiſes I have made her, are 
of ſuch a nature, as if broke, wou'd ren- 
der me liable ro Puniſhment by an carth- 
ly Court. — Tut, reply'd the old Man, 
the Law takes no Cognizance of a Yerbal 
Contract; I hope ſhe has nothing un- 
der your Hand. Both Hand and Seal have 
made it firm and valid, reſum' d the other, 
and no leſs than the Forfeit of the whole 
Eſtate which on your Death deſcends to 
me, is the Penalty, if without her conſent 
I wed another : — How impoſſible is it 
therefore to obey you ? — HF I proteſt 
ſo truly am I touched with a juſt Senſe 
of my Crime in entring into this Engage- 
ment without having firſt recciv'd Per- 
miſſion from you; that all rhe Tenderneſs 
I have for 4/athia, cannot abſolve, or 
make me not rerent it. If this be true, 
(aid Maraphill, a:ore troubled, but le/s in- 
censgd than be had been, perhaps when 
ſhe ſhall know how litt I am able to 
endure the thoughts of this Alliance, and 
the Revenge I have ſworn to take on you 
whenever you ſhall dare make good what 
you have promis'd, ſhe will be pr-vaiPd 
on to reſign the Power your Folly has gi- 

ven 
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ven you over her. Doubt it not, Sir, re- 
ſum d Bellcour, (glad to find his Father 
come ſo readily into the Tmpoſition he was 
putting on him) 1 am not by the Contract 
bound to marry her, but not to be the Huſ- 
band of another; the ſame Obligation too 
is laid on her, and when ſhe ſhall be told 
how impoſſible it is ſhe ever ſhou'd be mine, 
ſhe doubtleſs will rejoice to be deliver'd 
from a reſtriction no way agreeable to her 
Youth and Beauty : Permit me, 
therefore, purſued he, once more to viſit 
her, and by revealing to her the Truth 
of this Affair, regain my Liberty, and re- 
ſtore hers. Marapbill ſtood in a fix'd 
Poſture, intently obſerving him all the 
time he had been ſpeaking, and perceiving 
nothing in his Countenance which cou'd 
give him room to doubt the truth of what 
he ſaid, agreed to his Requeſt, and told 
him he ſhould defer it no longer than 
the next Day; but that to prevent him 
from making any other uſe of the Oppor- 
tunity he allow'd him of ſeeing her, than 
ſuch as he pretended; he muſt conſent 
that the Perſon whom he had juſt now 
ſeen, {hou'd accompany him fo near the 
Houſe where ſhe was, that no Perſon cou'd 
go in or out without his knowledge. To 
which Bellcour was not at all averſe; but 
having aſſur'd his Father that he wou'd 
ſay and do every thing that was proper 
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to engage her to give up the Contract; 
he told him, that he hoped he after would 
not inſiſt on his leaving him, proteſting 
that in all his Life he had never felt fo 
ſenſible a grief, as that which the Thoughts 
of being baniſhed from his Preſence had 
involv'd him in. To which Maraphill re- 
ply'd, that on his Honour he ſhou'd not. 

By the whole Behaviour of Bellcour, 
and what has been ſaid of the paſſionate 
Tenderneſs, with which, from even his 
Childhood, he had regarded A4/arhia; it 
cannot be imagin'd that he had any other 
meaning 1n this than to gain time, and 
prevent his Father from tending him to 
ſome Place where it would be impoſh- 
ble for him either to ſee, or {ſend to her; 
and he related what had paſs'd with ſo 
much Sincerity, that fhe had not the leaſt 
cauſe to doubr of his Aﬀection; nor that 
he had any other Deſign in what he re- 
quir'd of her, than by lalling aſleep the 
Fears and Watchfulneſs of Maraphill, 
they might for the future enjoy the So- 
ciety of each other without interruption, 
or the danger of being for ever ſeparated. 
Having therefore an implicite Faith in the 
Love and Honour of her dear Husband, 
and unable to ſupport the Thoughts of 
his being remov'd from her to a Place of 
which ſhe was wholly ignorant, and where 
it was not to be doubted but that he wou'd 
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be too vigilantly watch'd, to have any Op- 
portunity of even ſending to her; the 
Joys his Preſence yielded, join'd to the 
terrors of a long Abſence, made her heſi- 
tate but a very little to ſign a Releaſe 
from all former Contracts and Obligations. 
He told her, that now there wou'd be no 
danger of his being compell'd to leave 
the Town, and for that reaſon entreated 
ſhe wou'd return to it as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, becauſe being ſo near, he cou'd have 
many Opportunities of ſeeing her at ſome 
Houſe which he wou'd hereatter contrive; 
which, while ſhe was at fo great a diſtance, 
was not poſſible to be done without Suſ- 
picion, or perhaps a Diſcovery, to the total 
Ruin of their Love. She having aſſur'd 
him of her ready Compliance with his Will, 
he took his leave; and finding the Gen- 
tleman, who had accompany'd him, wait- 
ing in a Field within a Bow-ſhot of the 
Houſe, they return'd home together ; 
where Bellcour ſhowing the Releaſe, was 
joy fully receiv'd by his Father. For two 
days, he had not the leaſt reaſon but to 
be ſatisfy'd with what he had done. He 
had his liberty to go where he pleas'd, 
had no Spies ſent after him, as heretofore, 
and doubted not but all the Jealouſies 
of Maraphill were now lull'd aſſeep; but 

how ſtrangely was he ſurpriz'd, when oa 
the third he ſaw the Coach and Six come 
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(32 ) 
to the Door, ſeveral Horſes for the Ser- 
vants to ride upon, a vaſt deal of Luggage 
pack'd up, and all neceſſary Preparations 
made for a long Journey ! As he was de- 
bating in his Mind what could be the 
reaſon of it, or who it was that was about 
to travel, his Father came into the Room, 
where he was looking out of the Window, 
and taking him by the Hand, Bellcour, 
ſaid he, I am going into the Country for 
ſome time, you mult accompany me ſome 
part of the Way. The Colour of Bellcour 
chang'd two or three times, while Mara- 
Phill was ſpeaking theſe few Words: but 
not daring to refuſe a Command which 
ſeem'd ſo reaſonable ; May I preſume, Sir, 
ſaid he, to ask the Cauſe which has in- 
duced you to ſo unexpected a removal? 


I will inform you as we go, arſwer'd the 


Father, and immediately ſtept into the 
Coach, where he was follow'd by his aſto- 
niſn'd Son, and preſently after by that 
old Gentleman who had been recommen- 
ded as a Governour to Bellcour, and who 
had accompany'd him in the Viſit he made 
to Alathia. The light of him gave ſome- 
thing of a ſhock to Bellcour, tho? at that 
time he could not account for it. Bur long 
did he not remain in Suſpence: When they 
were paſt the Town a few Miles; Now 
Son, ſaid Maraphill to him, I will reveal 
to you, what hitherto the Fears of your 

fooliſh 


. 
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( 33) ; 
fooliſh Paſſion for Alathia has oblig'd me 
to keep a Secret.—— You are now on your 
Journey to a Place whence till you are the 
Husband of Mirtamene you muſt nor ex- 
pect ro return: Not that Iwill break 
my Word with you; I promis'd that if 


| you procur'd your Liberty from Aathia, 


I wou'd not baniſh you my Preſence; and 
to the end, that I may keep it inviolably, 
I go with you : — but do not imagine 
that I believ'd you enough cured of that 
Diſobedience you formerly avowed, as to 
truſt you in a City where you might eve- 
ry Hour have an Opportunity of diſap- 
pointing my Deſigns. The Releaſe you 
have from A4/athia diſcharges you from 
all paſt Engagements, but does not imply 
but you may hereafter enter into others, 
perhaps, more deſtructive to my Hopes: 
I have therefore taken this only infallible 
Way to put it beyond your power to con- 
tradict my Will and your own good For- 
tune; which I doubt not but I ſhall hear 
you, one day, acknowledge depends on 
the Poſſeſſion of that accompliſh'd young 


Lady I have made choice of for you. He 


had no ſooner left ſpeaking, than the old 

Geatleman began a long Diſcourſe on the 

Duty of Children to their Parents, and 

how little capable Youth was, eſpecially 

when blinded by Paſſion, of knowing what 
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(34) 
was beſt for them. Bellcour, who for 
ſome time had been prevented from inter- 


rupting him by the ſtrange mixture of 


his Thoughts, had now no longer Pati- 
ence ; but looking on him with the utmoſt 
fierceneſs, bid him be ſilent, telling him 
that however the Duty of a Son might 
oblige him to offer nothing in oppoſition 
to what a Father ſaid, yet he knew of 
no Motive which ſhould oblige him to li- 
ſten to ſuch Remonſtrances from any o- 
ther Perſon. Maraphill, unwilling to ex- 
aſperate him, prevented the other from 
returning any thing which might have 
done it, by aſſuring him that he ſhould 
find nothing but what might ſerve to 
divert him. To repreſent the perplexity 
which this unhappy Lover now found 
himſelf involv'd in, would be as impoſſible, 
as it is to give to painted Flames the ſame 
Force as theReality with fatal Scorchings 
boaſts: The impriſon'd Paſſions warring 
in his Breaſt, ſtruggled for vent, and 
ſcarce cou'd be reſtrain'd by all the Con- 
ſiderations of Duty, Intereſt or Affection.— 
He did, however, gain ſo much the power 
over them, as not to utter the leaſt Word 
at which his Father cou'd take Offence ; 
but in his ſullen Looks his Diſcontent too 
plainly was diſcover'd for him to have con- 
ceal'd it, if he had attempted it,—This gave 

an 


(35) 

an alarm to Maraphill, and made him 
not only think that he had done well in 
removing, but alſo that it was neceſſary 
to watch him with the utmoſt Care, leſt 
he ſhould eſcape from the Place where 
they were going, and return to A/athia ; 
and all the time of their Journey, which 
was five Days, he never ſuffer'd him one 
moment from his Sight, obliging him to 
lie in the ſame Chamber, and never quit 
his Prefence on any pretence whatſoever. 
Nor when they were arriv'd at the Houſe, 
which he had privately hir'd for this Pur- 
poſe, did he in the leaſt abate his former 
Vigilance, keeping him ſtill in his own 
Eye, or that of the old Gentleman who 
came. with them. 

This Retreat was in a little Village near 
one of the moſt confiderable Sea-ports of 
the Kingdom, and where in all probabi- 
lity Boanarus wou'd land, it being the 
firſt Harbour in his way from Jamaica. 
It was therefore the deſign of Maraphill 
to be there ready to receive him, and fee 
the Marriage celebrated before he returned 
to the Metropolis. Bellcour ſoon per- 
ceived his Intention, but tho' his inven- 
tive Brain was ever on the Rack to find 
out ſome Means to evade it without diſ- 
covering the Truth, yet did nothing pre- 
ſent irſelf which appear'd poſſible to be 
| F 2 accom- 
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(36) 

accompliſh'd ; that which he thought moſt 
feaſible, was to acquaint the young Lady, 
in private, with the Secret of his Mar- 
riage, and the terrible Curſe his Father 
had laid on him, if he refus'd to obey 
him; and then entrear ſhe wou'd com- 
miſerate his unhappy Circumſtance, and 
by openly declaring a diſlike to him, take 
from him the blame of breaking off. This 
it was that he reſolved to do the firſt Op- 
portunity he had of ſpeaking to her af- 
ter her Arrival, which now was every 
day expected. 

Maraphill, who, as he had ſaid, did all 
that was poſſible to make this retirement 
ſupportable to his Son, and to obliterate 
the Memory of Alathia, contriv'd one 
Day a great Hunting-match, to which all 
the Gentlemen for many Miles round the 
Country were invited. Bellcour had al- 
ways been a great lover of this Diver- 
ſion ; but the Pleaſure he now conceived at 
hearing it deſign'd, ſprung from a different 
Cauſe than meerly the Sport which the 
reſt of the Company propos'd to them- 
ſelves: He had hopes that in the eager- 
neſs of following the Chace, he might have 
the Opportunity of eſcaping thoſe more 
than Argus. Eyes, which had continually 
been a Spy upon him, and that he might 
croſs the Country, and by K 

| Roads 


(37) 
Roads be paſt the ſearch of any who ſhou'd 
be ſent in purſuit of him, and get to ſome 
place where he might conceal himſelf till 
the Danger of marrying Mirtamene ſhould 
be over; believing with reaſon, that a 
young Lady of her reported Beauty, For. 
tune, and Accompliſhments, cou'd not hear 
what he had done to avoid marrying, with- 
out being poſſeſs' d of a diſdain for him, 
which would oblige her to refuſe him, if 
offer'd ro her afterwards. He was not 
deceiv'd in ſome part of his ConjeQure ; 
they ſtarted variety of Game, and the 
Company dividing into different Parties, 
he eaſily rode from his Obſervers; and 
Maraphill believing he was with the old 
Gentleman, and he, thinking he was in 
company with his Father, neither made 
any Enquiry after him, for a long time. 
In the mean while, he had croſs'd ſeveral 
Roads, and was got into a Wood, ſome 
10 or 12 Miles diſtant from the Hunters; 
paſſing along then more {lowly than he 
had done, he began to deliberate within 
himſelf which way it was beſt for him 
to direct his Courſe, or whether he had 
any Friend in the World to whom he 
cou'd apply himſelf for refuge, till the 
time of his Father's diſpleaſure ſhould be 
over, or if it were not better to conceal 
himſelf among Strangers. As he was in 
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. 
this Dilemma, he heard a Woman's Voice 
in the moſt terrible Shrieks that ever pierc'd 
his Ears; looking about him to ſee if 
he cou'd diſcover from whom they came, 
he ſpy'd two Horſes, one of which, by 
the Furniture, he knew to belong to one 
of the Female Sex, the other had on it a 
Man's Saddle ; but both being richly ac- 
courred, made him not doubt but that 
they beföng ' d ro ſome Perſons of diſtincti- 
on, and that there was ſome extraordinary 
Piece of Villany in hand: Being natu- 
rally generous and brave, he clapt Spurs 
to his Horſe, and gallop'd towards the 
Place whence the Cry proceeded. Still as 
he drew nearer he heard the Voice more 
plain, and at laſt, to his great Amazement, 
ſaw a Man well habited, but with a De- 
vil-like Fierceneſs in his Countenance, hold- 
ing by the Hair a young Maid of ſuch ex- 
quiſite Beauty, that, till his Eyes were 
witneſs of it, he could not have believ'd 
had been in Nature; the darling White- 
neſs of her delicate Skin, which her torn 
Robes diſclos d in greater meaſure than 
elſe her Modeſty would have permitted; 
her ſhining Eyes ſparkling with Rage, her 
fine-form'd Mouth, her lovely Hair which 
the Barbarian had wound round his re- 
morſeleſs Hand, her Shape, her Stature, 


and that heavenly Innocence and Softneſs, 
which, 


. 
which, even in the midſt of Terror and 
Indignation was conſpicuous, made her 
appear an Angel ſeiz'd by a Fiend.— 
Oh! if you have Honour, Generoſity, or 
Pity, cry d ſhe out, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Bell- 
cour, protect and fave a wretched Maid 
from Violation! His Soul, which 
before was ſo wholly taken up with admi- 
ration, now felt thoſe Emotions ſhe had 
invok'd, and preſently recollecting what 
it was he ought to do, he drew his Sword, 
and bid the Villain turn and defend the 
Crime he was about to act, or ſwear he 
would give over all Intentions of perpe- 
trating it, and demand forgiveneſs of that 
Excellence he had attempted to prophane. 
The Perſon to whom this Demand was 
made, {ſmiled at the latter part of it with 
a diſdainful Air, but was ready enough 
to anſwer to the former; he had his 
Sword out almoſt as ſoon as Bellcour, 
who leaping from his Horſe, as ſcorning 
to take an unmanly Advantage, receiv'd 
him with equal fierceneſs: but the Arm 
of his Antagoniſt was little able to obey 
the Dictates of his Heart; he wounded 
him at the ſecond or third Paſs, and 
without receiving any hurt himſelf, 
at laſt diſarm'd him. Now ask your 
Life of her whom you ſo impudent- 


ly have ſinn'd againſt, ſaid Bellcour. 
—1 


T0 7 oY 

I value not my Life, reply'd the o- 
ther; her Cruelty has made it hateful to 
me, and ſince all Means of obtaining her 
are ineffectual, look on Death as the only 
Bleſſing that is left me. Live then, e. 
ſumed Bellcour, and the Curſe of hope- 
leſs Love attend thee, ſince by ſuch baſe 
and abhor'd Ways thou ſoughteſt the gra- 
rification of thy Paſfion. He had ſcarce 
ſpoke theſe Words, hen the Perſon to 
whom they were addreſs'd flung ſullenly 
away, not repenting of his purpoſe, but 
repining that he had been depriv'd of the 
Power to accompliſh it. Tho' Bellcour 
wanted not Gallantry, and no Man in the 
world knew better how to expreſs him- 
ſelf on all Occaſions; yer did he now ſtand 
mute, and wanted utterance for the big 
Wonder of his admiring Soul; while the 
fair Author of it, approaching him, thank'd 
him for the Service he had done her, in 
terms ſo obliging and ſo full of ſweetneſs, 
that it added a new Charm to her alrea- 
dy too powerful Beauty. — If in the 
wild confuſion of her Rage and Fright ſhe 
was ſo lovely, how raviſhing now mult ſhe 
appear, when ſoft Serenity compos'd each 
delicate Feature, and Joy for her Delive- 
rance ſeem'd to revel in her Eyes, play'd 
in a thouſand dimpled Graces round her 
Mouth, and ſent the returning Blood in 

roſy 


( 41) 
roſy Bluſhes to her Cheeks! Aw'd, charm'd 
and dazled, ſcarce could he reply ro what 
ſhe ſaid; but Recollection at length get- 
ting the better of Sur prize, he told her that 
he ſhould ever look on that Hour as the 
moſt fortunate of his whole Life, becauſe 
it had given him the Opportunity of re- 
ſcuing her Innocence: but if ſhe thought 
the lictle he had done worthy of a Re- 
compence, it ſhould be to let him know 
by what means ſhe came to be reduc'd to 
ſo great a danger. The Story, ſaid ſbe, 
is too long to be related now, but if you 
will add to the Obligation you have al- 
ready conferr'd upon me, fo far as to con- 
duct me to the Place where that vile 
Wretch was to attend me, you there, 
generous Stranger, ſhall meet with thoſe 
who better know how to treat your Me- 
rit, than a young Maid, whole little Ac- 
quaintance with the World may well ex- 
cuſe the ſmall Acknowledgments you have 
yet received. Ah, Madam! cry'd he, *tis 
from yourſelf alone that I ſhould think 
it a glory to be prais'd ; be pleas'd to let 
me know who you are, and permit me 
ſometimes the Bleſſing of gazing on your 
Charms; I ask no other recompence for 
all I have done, or all that I hereafter 
may perhaps endure. Theſe laſt Words 
were accompany*?d with a Sigh, and a LO 
whic 
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which had in it fo perſuaſive an Eloquence, 
that the Lady was ſenſibly affected with 
it, and feeling for him ſomething in her 
Heart which ſhe already began to com- 
prehend the meaning of; I know not, 
ſaid ſhe, bound as I am to you by the 
greateſt Obligation that Woman can re- 
ceive, if I may promiſe you a Grant of 
the latter Part of your Requeſt ; — be- 
cauſe, continued ſhe, after a little pauſe, 
and with an "A which denoted a ſe- 
cret Diſſatisfattion, there are Ties which 
leave one not the power to do as we cou'd 
wiſh. You are not married? izterrupred 
Be, equally troubled. The Ceremony has 
not paſs'd, anſwer'd ſhe, nor indeed have 
J yet feen my future Maſter; and for 
that reaſon cannot form a Judgment how 
far 1 may preſume, when I hereafter ſhall 
become his Wife. Vellcour cou'd nor 
here forbear looking on the Sympathy be- 
tween their Fortunes, as ſomething omi- 
nous, and immediately related to her the 
Deſtiny which was decreed for him, and 
that his Father was every day in ex- 
pectation of the arrival of a Lady from 
2 to whom he deſign'd he ſhou'd 
e married. He had no ſooner concluded 
on this Head, than the beautiful Stran- 
ger demanded haſtily of him, what was 
the Name of his intended Bride ; for, 
ſaid 
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(43) 
ſaid ſhe, I know many People in that 
Iſland, and may probably give you a bet- 
ter Account of her than you can have 
from any other Perſon. Which he making 
no ſcruple to reveal, Mzirtamene, Madam, 


ſaid he, is the Name of her whom my 


Father has made choice of for me; I have 
hitherto been much averſe to the devoting 
myſelf, where Duty and not Love is the 
incitement; —perhaps, too, ſhe may have 
the ſame Sentiments;— at leaſt I hope ſo, 
becauſe as I have no Heart to give, I 
ſhould be ſorry to receive a Preſent, for 
which I can make no valuable Return. 


Never did any Face diſcover a more viſi- 


ble Alteration than did that of the Lady 
at this Diſcourſe ; a perfect Satisfaction, 
almoſt to a degree of Rapture, ſmil'd on 
every Feature. Bellcour could not avoid 
obſerving ir, but could not gueſs the Caule; 
and ask ing her if ſhe did not think his Fa- 
ther too ſevere in the Conſtraint he put 
upon him: You have yet never ſeen Mir- 
tamene, ſaid ſhe, and 'tis my Opinion ſhe 
will appear more agreeable to you than 
you imagine; as for my own eaſe, I am 
willing to believe the Man deſign'd by 
Heaven for my Husband will do to me, — 
But, continued ſhe, if you repent not of 
theOffer yourComplaiſance ſome moments 
ſince made me _— , I will conduct you 

2 [9 


/ 
* 
; 
1 
\ 
„ 


— oo — ** . _— a — > le _— . * ai * 2 — a A I 
— — 0 3 — 4 5 


— . 
— — — 


* 
r . * — 


1 


— 


— x Soi 
IF — ao w 
* — x” 


n . ew — WW Ik cw wu 


* * >» - = 
— — — * _ —_ 
——ͤ— TS tx 0 : — — — 
p - - K 
af — — con —— 
\ - 
— 20. — — — - —_ 4 * 2 — — —— — hs 
8 — mn — - - —— — — — ou 


— 


{ 
! 
' 
) 
. | 
: 
1 


- 
by 4 
} 
= 
- 
= 
: 


- 0 — 


—— 


( 44) 

to thoſe who are able to make you per- 
fealy ſenſible what Mirtamene is. He 
then took her by the Hand, and led her to 
the Place where he had ſeen rhe Horſes 
faſtned, telling her as they went, that he 
would willingly conduct her to the far- 
theſt part of the World; and that nothing 
cou'd be more delightful to him, than to 
find ſhe had a long Journey, that ſo he 
might not too ſoon be depriv*d of the 
Pleaſure of attending her. Having ſer her 
on her Horſe, and mounted himſelf on 
his own, he deſir'd ſhe would acquaint 
him which way (for there were two 
Roads) it was that ſhe deſign'd to go. 
But ſhe told him, ſhe was entirely a Stran- 
ger in thoſe Parts; but that the Name of 
the place which put a period to her Tra- 
vels, for ſome time, was Pl/jmomh. No- 
thing could be more ſurpriz'd than was 
Bellconr at her naming that Town; it 
was impoſſible for him to go there, with. 
out being heard of by his Father, and mutt 
therefore be oblig'd to return home: and 
he began to look on this Adventure, which 
drew him as it were whether he would 
or not, back to his Obedience, as if de. 
ſign'd by Heaven to prevent his forſaking 
a Father, who had always ſo tenderly 
lov'd him, that, till the Offer of Marriage 
which Boanarus had made tor him with 

| his 
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his Daughter, he had never denied him 
any thing his Wiſhes crav'd. He was fo 
much taken up with theſe Cogitations, 
that he interrupted not the Lady, who 
ſeem'd alſo deeply muſing in hers; and 
they ſaid little more to each other, tall 
they met ſome Servants whom Marappill, 
miſſing his Son, had ſent out in ſearch of 
him, and who now attended him and his 
fair Charge to the Town: where being 
arriv'd, the ask'd of ſome People ſhe 
ſaw ſtanding in the Street, where it was 
that the Paſſengers who lately came aſhore 
were lodged; which being inform'd of, 
they rode up to the Houſe, where as ſoon 
as ſhe alighted ſhe was receiv'd with a 
Tranſport of Joy by a grave old Gentle. 
man who ſtood at the Door. But as ſoon 
as the firſt Gratulations of Love and Ten- 
derneſs on both ſides were over; Where, 


ſaid he, is Clavio, and who is this Gentle- 


man by whom you are accompany'd? Oh, 
Sir, reply'd ſhe, I have ſuch a Story to re- 
late of theVillany of that execrable Wretch, 
as you would ſcarcely credit, had I not 
this Witneſs of it,—— With theſe Words 
ſhe preſented Bellcour. To this generous 
Man, /aid ſhe, T owe my Life, my Honour, 
the Pleaſure of beholding you again ; and 
in fine, every thing that's dear and va- 
luable to me. It is not to be doubted but 


that 
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that Bellcour now receiv'd all the retri- 
butions that Words could yield, tho” lon- 
ger and more ſtrenuous perhaps they would 
have been, had not the Gentleman's curio- 
ſity prevailed on him to defer ſome part 
of the Thanks he deſigu'd to make, to no- 
ther time, and made him impatient for 
the Particulars of an Adventure which at 
preſent ſeem'd ſo myſterious. Tho? nothing, 


ſaid he, ought to be more pleaſing ro me 


than to pay my Acknowledgments to him 
who has conferr'd ſuch Obligations on ſo 
dear a Child; yet forgive me, Sir, if I a 
while give truce to my Gratitude,to enquire 
by what ungueſs'd at means ſhe came to 
be ſo far reduc'd to ſtand in need of a De- 
fender? Bellcour being equally impaticnt to 
know the Beginning, as her Father was 
to be ſatisfied of the End, joined his En- 
treaties with the Commands of the other; 
and to ſatisfy both, ſhe began in this 
manner: 

You know, Sir! ſaid ſhe, addreſſing 
herſelf to her Father, that when the Ship 
caſt Anchor, you being oblig'd to ſtay a 
little time to take care of ſomething you 
had on board, which you were unwilling 
to commit to any other Perſon, I was ſent 
on ſhore before you, under the Conduct of 
Clavio; who inſtead of carrying me where 
you direRed him, which I remember was 


if 


(47) 

to this Inn, where now we are, (thanks to 
all-gracious Heaven, and my kind Prote- 
Qor, the generous Inſtrument of its benig- 
nant Care of my Unworthineſs) bore me to 
a Wood, whole ihady Horrors and unfre- 
quented Wilde, ſoon as I entred it, ſtruck 
a dread upon Fer and preſently did 
I find the Effect o 1 foreboding Thoughts. 
We had not tra vell'd above twenty Furlongs 
before happeniog to caſt myEyes upon him, 
I ſaw his Countenance fo alter'd, he ſcarce 
was to be known; a death-like Paleneſs fat 
upon his livid Cheek, while from his fla- 
ming Eyes a thouſand Puries darted. — I 
knew not what I fear'd, but yet I trembled 
with an unſpeakable Terror: Alas! it was 
not long before he let me know I had a 
dreadful Cauſe for apprehenſion; for jump- 
ing ſuddenly from his Horſe, he rook mine 
by the Bridle, and obliging me todiſmount, 
Forgive me, Madam, ſaid he, that I take 
this way, in all appearance ſo rough and 
uncourtly, to tell you the long-hid Paſſion 
of my Soul; I love you, I adore you, and 
as I know there is too great a diſparity 
in our Fortunes, for me to hope to gain 
you by ſuch means as Lovers ordinaril 
make uſe of, I have laid hold of this Op- 
portunity, which your Father has given 
me, of telling you, that fince I cannor ex- 
pect to marry you, I mult enjoy you, 
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the Poſſeſſion of your Charms is a Bleſ- 
ſing ſo neceſſary to my Peace, that I wou'd 
preter Death 1a its moſt hideous Tortures, 
to a long Life without you. Yield 
therefore with willingneſs to the Joys of 
Love, which I ſwear by thoſe Powers 
which gave you ſuch tranſcendant Charms, 
{hall be inviolably kept ſecret. — A vaſt 
deal more he uttered, to the- ſame horcid 
Meaning, which is needleſs to repeat, nor 
indeed have I the power to do it: Fear, 
Rage, Diſdain, Deſpair, and Shame at 
once invaded me, and render'd me inca- 
pable of hearing, or at leaſt remembring 
half of what he ſaid; all that I know, is, 
my reſiſtance being too weak to oppoſe 
his Strength, I was oblig'd to have re- 
courſe to Entreaties; I wept, I begg'd, I 
kneeld, nay even promis'd I wou'd conceal 
his baſe Attempt from you; and if he 
wou'd deſiſt, hear him urge his Suit with 
patience: bur ſooner might my weak 
Breath have ſtop'd the warring Winds, 
or ſtop'd the fly ing Thunder in irs Courſe, 
than move the Soul of this obdurate Vil- 
lain: and had not this Gentleman appear'd 
as my Guardian- Angel in Diſtreſs to fave 
me, I had been the moſt abandoned and 
wretched Creature that the Sun's Eye 
c' er ſaw. Here ſhe ſtop'd, and Bellcour 
perceiving the recital of this Adventure 
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was painful to her, finiſh'd the Hiſtory 
of it, by telling her Father in what man- 
ner he had reſented the injury he was 
about to do, and his remorſeleſs and im- 
pudent Behaviour, even after he found 
himſelf defeared. Tis needleſs to repeat 
the Exclamations in which they both 
join'd, on the monſtrous Paſhons with 
which ſome Men ſuffer themſelves to be 
agitated : after which, che old Gentleman 
proceeded to tell Belicour how doubly 
vile, from what it wou'd have been in 
any other Man, this attempt was in 
Clavio; for that he being the Son of a 
Perſon reduced to great misfortunes, and 
wholly friendleſs in the World, his Cha- 
rity had taken him into the Houſe, made 
him his Clerk, allowed him a hand- 
ſome Salary for that Service, and con- 
ferred many other Marks of favour on 
him. As they were in this Diſcourſe, a 
Waiter came in, and inform'd the Company 
that there was a Gentleman enquired for 
one Boanarus, a Merchant lately arrived 
from Jamaica: Oh 'tis my dear Mara- 
phill, ſaid he, I ſeat to advertiſe him of 
my coming, being told here, that he 
was in theſe Parts. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, he ran out to meet him, leaving 
Bellcour in a Conſternation, which can- 
not be well expreſs'd to reflect that 
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in attempting to fly his Father's Houſe, 
he had met with an Adventure which 
oblig'd him to return on his own ac- 
cord; and that the very Woman whom 
to avoid, he wou'd have ventur'd all 
things, was the Perſon who had induc'd 
him to come back, ſeem'd to him fo ſtrange 
a myſtery of Fate, as took up all his 
Thoughts. Mirtamene, who imagin'd his 
Silence, and the deep Study ſhe beheld him 
in, proceeded only from his ſurprize of 
meeting her in ſo unexpected a manner, 
and perhaps too at finding her ſo much 
more agreeable than he had figur'd her 
out in his mind ; ſmiling, faid to him, 
You ſee now the Reaſon why I did nor 
on your firſt demand acquaint you who 
I was : by the few Words you utter'd, 
and the Deſcription I had heard of you 
from thoſe who have ſeen you, and have 
ſince been in Jamaica, I gueſs'd that you 
were Bellcour, and had a Curioſity to 
ſee how you wou'd behave to me, be- 
fore you knew me to be the Daughter 
of Boanarus, and your intended Bride. 
Ah Madam! reply'd he, you cannot be 
ſo much a ſtranger to your unequalPd 
Charms, as to imagine they needed the 
Aſſiſtance of your Name to ſubdue any 
Heart who was not altogether unſuſcep- 
tible of Beauty———She was about to 

make 
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make ſome obliging Anſwer to theſe 
Words, when the two Fathers came into 
the Room: *Tis hard to ſay, whether 
the Joy or Amazement of Maraphill, at 
the ſight of his Son, in a Place where 
he ſo little hoped to find him, was the 
moſt predominant ; or if it either exceed- 
ed that of Boanarus, when he found that 
lovely and accompliſhed Gentleman, 
whom he had been infinitely taken with 
before he knew him, to be Bellcour, was 
the Perſon to whom he had promis'd his 
darling Daughter. Some time was paſt in 
mutual Gratulations; after which, Mara- 
phill, who was impatient to know how 
all this came abour, was inform'd by 
his Son of the Truth of every thing, ex- 
cepting only that he had a Delign of 
leaving Plymouth, exculing himſelf for 
going into the Wood, by ſaying, that 
being too eager in the purſuit of his 
Game, he had out-rode his Company, and 
miſſing his way, loſt hearing of the 
Horns. 

Boanarus and his Followers having re- 


freſhed themſelves after the Fatigue of 


their Voyage, Maraphill wou'd needs 
have them to his Houſe, telling his old 
Friend, he now thought himſelf the hap- 
pieſt of Mankind; that he thought it 
beſt to have the Marriage of the young 
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People celebrated in the Country, and 
that after that they would go all together 
to Loudon. The Father of Mirtamenc 
was of the ſame opinion, and no one 
at that time offered any thing in op- 
poſition to it. 

Nothing now but Feaſting and Mirth 
was to be ſeen in the Family of Mara- 
phill; he was overjoy'd to find Mirtamceue 
ſuch as he thought it impoſſible his Son 
cou'd diſlike, and that in his addreſſes to 
her, he rather appear'd as a paſſionate 
Lover, than as a Perſon who was to 
marry her on Compulſion. Boanarus, 
charm'd with the Behaviour and Per- 
fections of his intended Son+-in- Law, 
bleſs'd the happy Moment in which he 
made that choice. But all the Rapture 
that either of theſe was capable of 
knowing, was ſhort to that which fill'd 
the Soul of Mirtamence, the moment the 
ow'd her deliverance to Pellcour; ſhe 
fancy'd ſhe ſaw ſomething ſo graceful 
in his Air, that ſhe in ſecret wiſh'd 
the Man deſign'd to be her Husband 
might have ſome reſemblance of this 
lovely Stranger : and no ſooner found he 
was indeed the Perſon, than ſhe felt a 
Pleaſure, which no Words can utter. In 
fine, never was a Paſſion more ſincere 
and ardent, than that ſhe was inſpir'd 
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with in his favour, nor never did Woman 
think herſelf more bleſt than ſhe, in 
being the deſired Bride of ſo ſeeming. 
ly meritorious a Husband. PBellcour was 
the only Perſon who laboured under 
any Inquietudes, and his were of a na- 
ture perhaps ſuperior to what any Man 
on Earth but himſelf ever knew.-——Al 


that Reſolution, which the tenderneſs he 
had borne Alathia had inſpir'd him with, 
vaniſh'd at the ſight of Mirtameue; and 

as before he was only anxious to, evade 


marrying her, without totally diſobliging 
his Father, his horrors now ſprung from 
the Reflection, that he was not in a 
condition to become her Husband. —— 
How did he now repent ty ing that irre- 
vocable Knot ! — how regret the ſud- 
den diſpoſing himſelf! a thouſand 
times he curs'd his Paſſion for Hlathia, 
his Unbelief that there was a Woman 
in the World ſo infinitely more worthy, 
as now to his chang'd Nature Mirta— 
menue leem'd ; —almolt diſtracted to find 
how much he lov'd, how much he was 
belov'd, yet was incapable of enjoying 
the Fruits of ſuch a mutual Paſſion 
How bleſt beyond the reach of Words, 


(faid he to himſelf) might I have been, 


in added Wealth, paternal Love, and the 
poſſeſſion of a Creature form'd to beſtow 
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immortal Happineſs; and how accurs'd 
has my blind Folly, my raſh ungovern'd 
Diſobedience made me! Sometimes 
he was determin'd to purſue his firſt in— 
tentions of departing from his Father's, 
which he now might eaſily have done, 
being much leſs obſerv'd than he had 
been, and leaving a Letter behind him, 
which ſhould inform his Father of the 


Truth of all; but he no ſooner form'd 


this reſolution, than the Idea of Mirta- 
mene, all charming, all raviſhing to 
Imagination, roſe and put a ſtop to the 
Dictates of his Virtue. ——— At others, he 
iwore to himſelf he would reveal to 
Mirtamene herſelf the Hiſtory of his 
misfortune; but Love, Shame, and the 
Pity for thoſe griets which he thought 
ſuch a recital would involve her in, 
took from him the power: Nor cou'd 
he, with all that ſtrength of Reaſon 
he was maſter of, decide the Conteſt be- 
tween Love and Honour. 

In the mean time, he ſaw every thing 
preparing for his Nuptials, and at laſt 
in an entire readineſs, yet was he {till 
irreſolute:— Never was Anguiſh more 
inſupportable, more terrible, than that 
he endured the Night before the ap- 
pointed Day; but ſtil} did his ill Genius, 
and the guilty Paſſion he had for Mir- 
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tamene, render it impoſſible : for«him, 
either by flying to eſcape the; Crime he 
was ſo near acting, or by declaring to 
any one the Truth, ſeek Comfort from 
Advice or Precept: Sleep had the 
whole Night been a Stranger to his 
Eyes, yet was he in Bed, when his Fa- 
ther came into the Room; who re- 
proaching him in a jocular way, for 
the little Senſe he had of his approach- 
ing Happineſs, he only anſwer'd in a 
ſullen manner, that he was indiſpos'd, 
and wiſh'd the Marriage had not been 
ſo ſuddenly appointed. Theſe Words, 
and the Air with which they were pro- 
nounc'd, ſoon chang'd the gay Humour 
Maraphill had been in, into one wholly 
the reverſe: he flew immediately into 
his former Paſſions, and renewed his 
Curſes on his Son, if he did not inſtant- 
ly riſe, and prepare himſelf to obey his 
Will. Bellcour, to whom no ſhock cou'd 
be greater than that of his diſpleaſure, 
utter'd in terms ſo bitter, terrify'd with 
the Thoughts of incurring it {or ever, 
attended by Want, Shame, Cenſure and 
all the IIls of Poverty, and at the ſame 
time fired with the Beauties of Mirta- 
mene ever preſent to his Mind, aſſur'd 
him of Compliance to his Command: 
but he had not left the Room two 
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Minutes, before the Wrong he was a- 
bout to do 4/athia, awak'd Conſcience 
with ſo ſevere a Check, that he was 
then more reſolute than ever, rather to 
die than be guilty of ſo deteftable a 
Crime. With theſe Thoughts he dreſs'd 
himſelf, deſigning no other than when 


he came into the Room where the Com- 


pany expected him, to relate the whole 
Story of his Marriage with Alathia 
before them all. t is better for me, 


(igh'd he out) to endure all that the 


Fury of an offended Father can inflict 
upon me, than ro become unworthy of 
the name of Man, by fallitying my Vows 
to one that loves me. Scttled in all ap- 
pearance in this Diſpoſition, he left his 
Chamber; but the firſt Perſon he met, 
being Mirtameue, the fight of her in a 
moment chas'd from his Soul all the 
Ideas which Honour, Virtue, and the 
remembrance of Alathia had created 
there; —— he flew to her, embrac'd her, 
and in that moment of Delight de- 
ſpis'd all other Conſiderations: He led 
her to her Father and his, and expreſs'd 
himſelf in terms ſo full of Tranſport at 
the Happineſs they had decreed for him, 
that neither of them had any reaſon to 
ſuſpect bur that he thought himſelf 
compleatly bleſt. In fine, the fears of 
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gary, the Deſire he had to poſſeſs 
Mirtamene, together with the Reflection 
that tho' he was marry'd to the other, 
it had been done with ſo much privacy, 
that no Perſon but herſelf had the power 
of declaring, and that ſhe neither knew 
the Name nor Place of Abode of the 
Clergyman who had joined their Hands, 
and that ſince he had a Releaſe from 
her own Hand from all former Ties 
and Obligations; made him no longer 
heſitate to ſatisfy at once his Father's 
Will, and the wild Cravings of his own 
Deſires: They were married in a few 
hours after he had finiſhed this Debate 
within himſelf, in the preſence of as many 
Witneſſes as the Retirement they were 
in cou'd produce. To the enjoyment of 
his criminal Tranſport, let us leave him 
for a while, and return to poor Ala- 
zhia. 

That tender and obliging Wife delay- 
ed not making all imaginable ſpeed to 
Town; but how ſtrangely was ſhe ſur- 
prized, when at her return ſhe heard 
that Maraphill with all his Family were 
retir'd to Plymouth. Bur ſo much did 
ſhe depend on the Love and Honour of 
Bellcour, that ſhe gueſs'd the Thing as 
really it was, and made herſelf eaſy in 
the aſſurance that he wou'd on the firſt 
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opportunity return. The firſt of her unea- 
ſineſs was, that ſhe received no Letter 
from him, thinking if he had retain'd 
thoſe Ardors he formerly profeſs'd for 
her, induſtrious Love wou'd have form'd 
ſome contrivance to atteſt its Truth. 
At length the Report of his being mar- 
ried reached her Ears; the firſt Infor- 
mation ſhe rejected as altogether fabu- 
lous, but hearing it confirm'd by all the 
Mouths which mentioned him, ſhe be- 
gan to tremble left he had indeed been 
prevailed on through Intereſt or a new 
Inclination to commit that Crime: yet 
ſtill unwilling to believe him baſe, and 
unable to endure uncertainty in an Affair 
of ſo much conſequence, ſhe reſolved to 
know the Truth; and as nothing but 
otular Demonſtration could convince 
her it "was ſo, ſhe procur'd herſelf a 
Suit of Men's Clothes, and in all things 
equipt like a Youth of faſhion, went in 
the Stage-Coach to'Plymouth; having 
pretended to her Father, that ſhe had a 
Deſire to return to the Place ſhe came 
from in the Country, and chang'd her 
Habit at the Houſe of a Friend to whom 
her overpowering Anxieties had oblig'd 
her to reveal the Sccret of her 3 

Being arriv'd at Plymouth, ſhe eaſily 
inform'd herſelf where was the Houſe of 


Maraphill; 
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Maraphill ; and going there, and enqui- 
ring with an aking Heart if Be/lcour was 
at home, was told by the Servants that 
he was, and immediately deſir'd to walk 
into the Parlour, where ſhe waited not 
long before her perfidious Husband ap- 
pore. Guilt, tho? not Love, brought 
er ſo frequently to his mind, that in 
ſpite of her diſguiſe he knew her the mo- 
ment he ſet his foot into the Room 
and before ſhe could ſpeak to him, Oh 
Alathia! cryd he, why have you done 
this I know I have been guilty of a 
Crime, and am ſufficiently puniſh'd for 
it in unceaſing Racks of Thought 
but little did I think you wou'd have 
join'd with my Tormentors to diſtract 
me: I am guilty, I am wretched, what 
more would your Revenge require 
in pity therefore leave me, nor by bring- 
ing to my ſight one I have ſo greatly 
wrong'd, increaſe Calamities which are 
already too great to be ſupported. All 
that one can figure out in Imagination 
would come far ſhort of that ſhock which 
ſtruck the Soul of the amazed Alatbia at 
this plain Confeſſion of his Crime; and 
the Gentleneſs of her Nature, having ne- 
ver before been ruffled in ſo terrible a 
manner, mult of conſequence have depriv'd 
her of the power of — or Convert 
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to a Rage equal to the injuries which ex- 
is cited it: what was the Effect of hers, 
} her Actions, not Words declar'd. You 
ſhall no more be perſecuted with 4/a- 
zhia, cry'd ſhe, (drawing her Sword, and 
Þ plunging it haſtily into her Breaſt;) thus I. 
. deliver you from the upbraidings of an 
[ injur'd, but too tenderly loving Wife. 
| With ſo much Violence ſhe ſtruck the 
|, Blow, that he preſently in attempting to 
þ draw the fatal Weapon forth, perceiv'd it 
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cou'd not be done without the Life. Blood 
iſſuing with it. The Cry he ſent forth, 
brought Mirtamene, who was no farther 
than the next Room, immediately into 
g this. What was now the Condition of 
Bellcour, let any one, if it be poſſible for 

them to do ſo, conceive. He ſaw the 

Woman whom he had once lov'd, with 

an extremity of ardor breathing her laſt, ' 
V through his Ingratitude and Perjury :—— 
thoſe Eyes which had ſo often charm'd 
him, ſwimming in floods of Tears, more 
for his Guilt than the ſad Conſequence it 
had produc'd on herſelf, on the one ſide ; 
and on the other, the deceived Mirtamerne 
with, even in ignorance, Reproacnes in her 
Eyes, for what was elſe the innocent 
Wonder ſhe expreſs'd at the ſad Tragedy 
before her; was ſomething roo terri- 
ble to be withſtood : he could not live 
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and bear it, but ſnatching ſuddenly his 
Sword, which happened to lie on a Table 
in that Room, put a period to his Life 
by the fame way his injur'd Wife had 
done. The Shrieks of Mirtamene brought 
Maraphill, Boanarus, and others who 
happened to be there that day, to be Wit- 
neſſes of this dreadful ſpectacle. What Bell. 
cour could not in his Life- time reveal, in the 
pangs of Death he declared before them 
all; and having ask'd forgiveneſs of Mir- 
tamene, he turn'd to the dead Body of Aa- 
thia; Now, now my dear wrong'd Wife, 
I return for ever to thy Arms; and then 
expir d. Mirtamene ſwooned away, and 
Boanarus and Maraphill, before half ſtu- 
pefied with what they ſaw and heard, 
ſeem'd a while to forget the Dead in 
the Cares of the Living. Soon did their 
endeavours bring her to herſelf, but 
*twas long before ſhe could liſten to 
any Arguments of Conſolation ; and 
Maraphill, oppreſs'd with grief for the 
death of his Son, reſign'd his Life in a 
ſhort ſpace after; nor did PBoanarns 
long ſurvive him. Mirtamene, warn'd 
by the example of Bellcour, that Intereſt, 
Abſence, or a new Paſſion, can make 
the moſt ſeeming conſtant Lover falſe, 
took a Reſolution ever to contemn and 


hate 
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hate that betraying Sex to which ſhe 
owed her Misfortune, and the Sight of 
ſuch a Diſaſter as ſhe had beheld in 
at bia. 
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